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subsequent course of events proved that it had no
chance of carrying out its own opinions. The members
openly in favor of a Eepublic were in the minority,
and were, moreover, divided into three groups: the
Extreme Left, with few seats in the Assembly, but
many active and enthusiastic partisans outside; the
Left proper, at first the largest of the three groups;
and the Left Centre, which was not strong at the out-
set, but grew rapidly by the adhesion of many former
Monarchists. A regular government of some
dency of kind had to be established at once, and the
Feb., i87i- first act of the Assembly was to elect as Chief

May, 1873.                                        .                  J

of the Executive,1 by an almost unanimous
vote, the former minister of Louis Philippe, Adolphe
Thiers, whose personal inclinations were in favor of
constitutional monarchy, but who saw that in the exist-
ing condition of things a Eepublic was the only form
of government possible in France. Under these cir-
cumstances Thiers selected his ministers among the
moderate elements in the Assembly, chiefly from the
Left Centre, and although his views were by no means
in entire accord with those of the Right, he was sup-
ported by the great majority of the Assembly until the
treaty of peace had been made and the country almost
entirely evacuated by the German troops. The intense
dread of radicalism on the part of the Eight, and the
decided stand of the President in favor of the Eepub-
lic, had already begun, however, to make a breach
between them, and a conflict was soon precipitated. In

1 This title was changed on Aug. 31,1871, to that of President of the
French Republic.